By SHARON VERGHIS

He is inspired by 2,000-year-old Tamil scriptures
and John F. Kennedy’s 1961 inauguration
speech, salt tax marches and decades-old social
justice crusades.

But 18-year-old Prashanth Shanmugam,
winner of the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission’s inaugural Youth
Medal, says it’s time for his generation to
continue the work of the 20th century’s great
humanitarians.

Joining other winners of the 1999 Human
Rights Medals and Awards at a ceremony
yesterday to honour contributions to the
field of human rights in Australia, the Year
12 Homebush High school captain said
apathy, not aggression, was the greatest
enemy of peace.
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community needed to remain * ‘eternally
vigilant’’ against human rights breaches.
The efforts of young people in public life
also needed to be recognised, he said.
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““That’s why the Youth Medal isimportant.

Vigilance . . . Prashanth Shéilii;ugam, champion of human rights.
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