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lbunE crusadetr aË wffi= wtËEa ep#Ëry
BySHARON VERGHIS

He is inspir-ed by 2,ffi0-year-old Tamil scriptures
and John F. Kennedy's 1961 inauguration
speech, salt tax marches and decades-old social
iustice crusades.- 

But l8-year-old hashanth Shanmugam,
winner of tlre Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission's inaugural Youth
Medal, says it's time for his generation to
continue the work of the 20th c€ntury's great
humanitarians.

Joining other winners of the 1999 Human
Rights Medals and Awards at a ceremony
vesterdav to honour contributions to the
held of Ëuman rights in Australia, the Year
l2 Homebush Highschool captain said
apathy, not aggression, was the greatest
enemy of peace.

"Fieedóm in Australia is often taken for
granted because it's always been there, but
ónly when it's gone do you redise how
valuable it is."

With experience of both peace and war -
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